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CITY FILES COMPLAINTS AGAINST REPEAT OFFENDERS 
 

INDIANAPOLIS – The City of Indianapolis today filed complaints against nine property owners who have 
consistently maintained environmental public nuisances on their properties.   
 
The City is asking the Court to permanently enjoin these property owners from allowing an environmental public 
nuisance to exist on any of their properties and is seeking compensatory damages for the cost of abatement, as 
well as fines and punitive damages. 
 
“High weeds and grass and other property maintenance issues can often mean the difference between a blighted 
neighborhood and a vibrant neighborhood,” said Mayor Greg Ballard. “We will not allow negligent property owners 
to damage our community and diminish the quality of life in our neighborhoods.” 
 
A total of 86 counts against the nine property owners were filed.  The cost owed to the City for abatement of high 
weeds and grass at these properties from 2009-2011 totals more than $88,900. 
 
“The property owners identified in these complaints own multiple properties within our county and have 
consistently shown disregard for their responsibilities as property owners,” said City Prosecutor Helen Marchal.  
“The Office of City Prosecutor will continue to work closely with the Nuisance Abatement section of the 
Department of Code Enforcement to protect the quality of life for neighborhoods by taking action against problem 
property owners.”      
 
Vegetation over 12 inches in height is defined as an environmental public nuisance.  In 2010, the Department of 
Code Enforcement (DCE) conducted more than 16,300 inspections related to high weeds and grass and mowed 
more than 10,600 times. 
 
The mission of the Office of City Prosecutor is to fairly adjudicate violations of the Revised Code of Indianapolis-
Marion County in an effort to preserve and protect neighborhoods.     
 
The mission of DCE is to improve the quality of life in the City of Indianapolis through strategic application of civil 
code regulation; effective licensing, permitting, inspection, enforcement, and abatement practices; and local 
government oversight of property safety and maintenance, business, event, professional, and construction 
industries. 
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